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The Biological Standard Commission

Production of the Terrestrial Manual in a timely manner so that 

it includes the latest validated diagnostic tests and vaccines.

The Standardisation Programme

The Standardisation Programme

Suppliers: OIE Reference laboratories
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OIE Reference Centres

OIE Collaborating Centers

58 Collaborating Centres covering 50 topics in 28 countries

OIE Reference Laboratories

254 Reference Laboratories covering 106 diseases or topics in 

37 countries

OIE-approved international standard reagents
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The 6th strategic plan (2016-2020)

Standardisation programme

Current situation

22

Only 22 reagents. We need to:

i. Improve and streamline the process for inclusion (BSC)

(reagents must meet minimum quality criteria)

ii.   Collect relevant metadata on diagnostic reagents

iii.  Improve the dissemination of this information at global level
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The OIE Virtual Biobank project

Conception of the project

• 2 surveys

• Ad hoc expert group meeting
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Surveys addressed to OIE Reference Centers:

2014 - Survey on the availability of biological resources

2015 - Survey on biobanking capacity

Surveyss

• Lack of knowledge of international regulations

• Quality of the samples

• No IT management system in place

• A Virtual Biobank would increase the distribution of materials 

and methods

Findings from the surveys
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3rd Global Conference of OIE Reference Centres

Recommendation

Further develop the concept of establishing a OIE Virtual 

Biobank of the biological resources available at OIE Reference 

Centres

Ad hoc Group meeting

Outcomes

1. MTA

2. Quality requirements and metadata of biological resources

3. Guidelines

4. High level requirements of the IT system
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MTA

• Drafted by the ad hoc Group on Veterinary Biobanking

• Finalised by the ad hoc Group on Transport

• Endorsed by the General Assembly of OIE Delegates at the 

GS in 2018  (Resolution n.14)

Quality requirements and metadata

To be included in the list of biobank materials, biological 

resources must:

• Meet quality requirements

• Be associated with a minimum set of metadata
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OIE Guidelines for the Establishment, Operation 

and Networking of Veterinary Biobanks

• Types of biobank materials

• Storage areas

• Quality management assuranceQuality management assuranceQuality management assuranceQuality management assurance

• IT system

• Shipment

Following step

• IZSLER

• Drafting of a business plan

• High level requirements by 

the AHG

• Involve a core group of OIE 

Reference Laboratories

Collaborating Centre for

Veterinary Biologicals Biobank



10

A Web-based Catalogue of Biological Resources

The OIE Virtual Biobank:

Outcome:

to enable the identification and localisation of high-quality 

biological resources supplied by OIE Reference Laboratories

Objectives of the OIE-VB project

i. The development of a standardised quality classification    

scheme for biobank materials

ii. The development of a standardised metadata scheme 

for biobank materials based on a harmonised vocabulary

iii. The development of an IT data management system

3 components: 

OIE-VB + Biobank protocol + Biobank management system
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First meeting

First meeting of the steering committee by the end of the year

Objectives:

1. Discuss IT option

2. Review the quality requirements and metadata schemes

OIE Virtual Biobank

A web-based system for the identification and 

localisation of biological resources available globally 

a.caminiti@oie.int


